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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 ,3,5-15,18-27,29,31-37 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1.3,5-15,18-27,29,31-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Maguire et al. (Maguire), U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
2005/0130631. 

Regarding claim 1, Maguire discloses a communications system comprising: a 
mobile device having a mail user agent (reads on reception side mail server); and a 
mobile office platform operative with the mail user agent for accessing one or more 
electronic mailboxes of the mail user agent using at least one protocol specific 
connector, said mobile office platform operative for providing only the n-most recent 
mail headers of electronic messages to the mail user agent in a default order of mail 
headers provided by the electronic mail protocol used for accessing an electronic 
mailbox and in an order based on associative information about the electronic mail 
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provider and/or electronic mailbox to be accessed (see Figs. 3 &5, page 3 [0027] and 
pages 4-5 [0032-0037.0039]). 

Regarding claim 3. A communications system according to claim 1, wherein said 
message header comprises a unique identifier (UIP) of an electronic mail message 
([pages 3-6 [0028-0043]). 

Regarding claim 5. A communications system according to claim 4, and further 
comprising a database associated with said mobile office platform and containing 
records of associative information for electronic mail providers and/or electronic 
mailboxes to be accessed([pages 3-6 [0028-0043]). 

Regarding claim Regarding claim 6. A communications system according to 
claim 4, wherein said associative information comprises the name of the electronic mail 
protocol used for accessing an electronic mallbox([pages 3-6 [0028-0043]). 

Regarding claim 7. A communications system according to claim 4, wherein said 
associative information comprises the version of the electronic mail protocol used for 
accessing an electronic mallbox([pages 3-6 [0028-0043]). 

Regarding claim 8. A communications system according to claim 4, wherein said 
associative information comprises the name of the electronic mail server([pages 3-6 
[0028-0043]). 

Regarding claim 9. A communications system according to claim 8, wherein the 
name of the electronic mall server is applicable to a specific electronic mall protocol 
used for accessing an electronic mailbox([pages 3-6 [0028-0043]). 
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Regarding claimlO. A communications system according to claim 4, wherein said 
associative information comprises the domain name of an internet service provider used 
for accessing electronic mailboxes([pages 3-6 [0028-0043]). 

Regarding claim 11. A communications system according to claim 1, wherein 
said mobile office platfonn is operative for downloading an entire message list for one or 
more electronic mailboxes, sorting the message headers, and extracting only the n- 
most recent mail messages for delivery to a mail user agent that requested electronic 
mail ([pages 3-6 [0028-0043]). 

Regarding claim 12. A communications system according to claim 1, wherein 
said mobile device comprises a wireless device, ([pages 3-6 [0028-0043]). 

Regarding claim 13. A communications system according to claim 1, wherein 
said mail user agent is operative for accessing the mobile office platform using a POP, 
IMAP or webmail protocol ([0041 ]). 

Regarding claim 14. A communications system according to claim 1, wherein 
said plurality of protocol specific connectors comprise a POP connector for accessing 
POP mailboxes, an IMAP connector for accessing IMAP mailboxes, or a connector for 
accessing mail from an Exchange server ([0041]). 

Regarding claim 15. A communications system comprising: a server having a 
mail agent for accessing one or more electronic mailboxes of a mail user agent using at 
least one protocol specific connector; and a database associated with the mail agent 
and containing associative information about an electronic mail provider and/or 
electronic mailbox relating to the order in which mail headers are stored and/or retrieved 
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from the electronic mailbox, wherein said mail agent is operative for providing only the 
n-most recent mail headers of electronic messages to a mail user agent of a mobile 
device([pages 3-6 [0028-0043]). 

Regarding claim 18. A communications system according to claim 15, wherein 
said message header comprises a unique identifier (UID) of an electronic mail 
message, ([pages 3-6 [0028-0043]). 

Regarding claim 19. A communications system according to claim 15, wherein 
said associative information comprises the name of the electronic mail protocol used for 
accessing an electronic mailbox([pages 3-6 [0028-0043]). 

Regarding claim 20. A communications system according to claim 15, wherein 
said associative information comprises the version of the electronic mail protocol used 
for accessing an electronic mailbox([pages 3-6 [0028-0043]). 

Regarding claim 21. A communications system according to claim 15, wherein 
said associative information comprises the name of the electronic mail server([pages 3- 
6 [0028-0043]). 

Regarding claim 22. A communications system according to claim 21 , wherein 
the name of the electronic mail server is applicable to a specific electronic mail protocol 
used for accessing an electronic mailbox([pages 3-6 [0028-0043]). 

Regarding claim 23. A communications system according to claim 15, wherein 
said associative information comprises the domain name of an internet service provider 
used for accessing electronic mailboxes([pa9es 3-6 [0028-0043]). 
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Regarding claim 24. A communications system according to claim 15, wherein 
said mobile agent is operative for downloading an entire message list for one or more 
electronic mailboxes, sorting the message headers and extracting only the n-most 
recent mail messages for delivery to a mail user agent that requested electronic 
mail([pages 3-6 [0028-0043]). 

Regarding claim 25. A communications system according to claim 15, wherein a 
mail user agent is operative for accessing the mail agent using a POP, IMAP or webmail 
protocol([0041]). 

Regarding claim 26. A communications system according to claim 15, wherein 
said plurality of protocol specific connectors comprise a POP connector for accessing 
POP mailboxes, an IMAP connector for accessing IMAP mailboxes, or a connector for 
accessing mail from an Exchange server([0041]). 

Regarding claim 27. A method of retrieving electronic mail comprising the steps 
of: accessing one or more electronic mailboxes of a mail user agent using at least one 
protocol specific connector; and providing to the mail user agent only the n-most recent 
mail headers of electronic mail messages that had been accessed ([pages 3-6 [0028- 
0043]). 

Regarding claim 29. A method according to claim 27, wherein said message 
header comprises a unique identifier of an electronic mail message([pages 3-6 [0028- 
0043]). 

Regarding claim 31. A method according to claim 30, and further comprising the 
step of storing associative Information within a database([pages 3-6 [0028-0043]). 
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Regarding claim 32. A method according to claim 30, wherein said associative 
information comprises the name of the electronic mail protocol used for accessing an 
electronic mailbox([pages 3-6 [0028-0043]). 

Regarding claim 33. A method according to claim 30, wherein said associative 
information comprises the version of the electronic mail protocol used for accessing an 
electronic mailbox([pages 3-6 [0028-00431). 

Regarding claim 34. A method according to claim 30. wherein said associative 
information comprises the name of the electronic mail server([pages 3-6 [0028-0043]). 

Regarding claim 35. A method according to claim 34, wherein the name of the 
electronic mail server is applicable to a specific electronic mail protocol used for 
accessing an electronic mailbox([pages 3-6 [0028-0043]). 

Regarding claim 36. A method according to claim 31, wherein said associative 
information comprises the domain name of an internet service provider used for 
accessing electronic mailboxes([pages 3-6 [0028-0043]). 

Regarding claim 37. A method according to claim 27, and further comprising the 
step of downloading an entire message list for one or more electronic mailboxes, sorting 
the message headers and extracting only the n-most recent mail messages for delivery 
to the mail user agent([pages 3-6 [0028-0043]). 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joy K Contee whose telephone number is 
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571.272.7906. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 5:30 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Appiah can be reached on 571.272.7904. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571.273.8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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